ANNOUNCEMENTS
BC Early Years Community Developers
(December 8, 2010)
 

 

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
 

Again, no learning opportunities on the horizon until May 2011 when, if you can afford it, you can fly to Hawaii for the 2011 World Forum on Early Care and Education.  So I thought I would share with you some of my favourite quotes - or quotes from some of my favourite people - that make me stop and reflect about the work we do.
 

“If a child is to keep alive his inborn sense of wonder, he needs the companionship of at least one adult who can share it, rediscovering with him the joy, excitement and mystery of the world we live in.”
- Rachel Carson
 

"Each time a man stands up for an ideal, or acts to improve the lot of others, or strikes out against injustice, he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope, and crossing each other from a million different centres of energy and daring, those ripples build a current that can sweep down the mightiest walls of oppression and resistance."
- Robert F. Kennedy
“Parents need to fill a child’s bucket of self-esteem so high that the rest of the world can’t poke enough holes to drain it dry.”
- Alvin Price
 

And from one of my EYCD colleagues - "I do some of my best collaborative work on my own."
 

 
EARLY CHILD DEVELOPMENT NEWS
 
Clyde Hertzman:  Canada's Health Researcher of the Year
Clyde Hertzman, the director of the Human Early Learning Partnership (HELP) and a professor at the School of Population and Public Health at the University of British Columbia, has been named Canada’s 2010 “Health Researcher of the Year” – the highest scientific honour from the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR).  This award recognizes Clyde’s work on the effects of the environment on the development of young children.  Congratulation!  

 

The Economist Singles Out BC as "one of the keenest slashers" of public spending
 Four million readers worldwide of the Economist are this week seeing an article that singles out BC as “one of the keenest slashers” of public spending.  “Despite being one of the richest provinces, (BC) has one of the highest rates of child poverty (10.4%),” the article says.  Six provincial governments, including those of populous Ontario and Quebec, have launched poverty-reduction programs.  BC has not.  Read the full article here.

 

Paradigm Shift in Understanding of the Early Years
From First Call - “Economists, writers, and researchers are beginning to discover…what we have known for decades: that the events and environment surrounding pre-conception, pregnancy, birth, and early infancy set the template out of which we live our lives.”  This from Dr. Marti Glenn, one of the keynote speakers at the 2010 International Congress of The Association for Prenatal and Perinatal Psychology & Health.  “The time is right,” she added, "for a shift in the paradigm.”  Read more here on the CCPA’s Policy Note blog.
 

Reflective Supervision: Supporting Reflection as a Cornerstone for Competency
This month's free article from Zero to Three: National Centre for Infants, Toddlers and Families looks at a reflective practice and reflective supervision collaboration among representatives from 14 state infant mental health associations working to enhance competence among infant–family professionals. In particular, this group has worked to examine the fundamental nature of reflective practice, to deepen their understanding of reflective supervision, and to create strategies to support the development of critically important professional capacity. The authors of the article summarize some of the key issues that are being addressed by this group and describe their views on reflective supervision as they have emerged through this collaboration.  Read the article here. 
 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
 

Measuring Community Change
Across the country collaborative roundtables are tackling complex issues like health, immigration, neighbourhood revitalization, poverty and early childhood. These roundtables are attracting new players, coming up with new approaches and leveraging new resources. But, are they really making a difference?  Is your ECD community collaborative effort making a difference?   The Tamarack Institute provides links to an array of tools and resources that can help you prove that it is.  Check them out here.

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE!
 

These are the last announcements for 2010.  I am madly scrambling to clear my desk so I can close my office door Friday afternoon and take a well-deserved break.  For all of us it has been a year of ups and downs.  Some of you have seen cuts to funding, most of us are worried about provincial leadership, and all of us are doing more with less.  On the up-side, I have never felt more connected to you, my Early Years Community Developer colleagues across the province.  Those of you who were able to attend the Success by 6 conference in Vancouver in October heard about plans for the Early Years Community Development Institute and some of you had an opportunity to share what it means to be an Early Years Community Developer.  We are a profession.  No one does quite the same job that we do.  And because of us, communities are engaged and children's lives are better.  We are a humble group and we don't blow our horns loudly, but I know, and I'm sure a part of all of you know, that our passion, commitment and hard work are making a difference in the lives of children.  I am proud to be an early years community developer.  Now if we could only get people to understand what that means!
 

I wish all of you a very Merry Christmas - days filled with love, laughter and happy memories.  And I look forward to connecting with all of you in 2011.
Helen Davidson, Richmond BC


 

These bi-weekly announcements with information on learning opportunities, events and ECD news and research are being sent to you from the BC Children First Advisory Team.  Please feel free to email us if we can help you with suggestions, advice, or information to support the work you do in your communities.  
 

Helen Davidson, Richmond Children First  helendavidson@shaw.ca 
Susan Foster, Tri-Cities Children First  susan.foster@fraserhealth.ca 
Val Janz, Kamloops Children First  vjanz@interiorcommunityservices.bc.ca 
Sasa Loggin, Terrace Children First  info@terracechildren.org 
Tracy Smyth, Port Alberni Children First  tracy@raisingthevillage.ca 
 

We would love to hear from you!  Please contact Helen Davidson at helendavidson@shaw.ca with comments, suggestions and 
any research or event information that you think would be of interest to Early Years Community Developers across the province.  
 

And if you would like to be removed from this email distribution list please let Helen know.
 

 

 

 

 

