ANNOUNCEMENTS
BC Early Years Community Developers
(January 24, 2011)
 
EARLY CHILD DEVELOPMENT NEWS
 
Want to Get Your Kids Into College? 
"Every day where we work, we see our young students struggling with the transition from home to school. They're all wonderful kids, but some can't share easily or listen in a group.  Some have impulse control problems and have trouble keeping their hands to themselves; others don't always see that actions have consequences; a few suffer terribly from separation anxiety.

We're not talking about preschool children. These are Harvard undergraduate students whom we teach and advise. They all know how to work, but some of them haven't learned how to play."  Read more at the CNN Schooling for Success coverage.

 

Early Child Development Culture and Learning
Ensuring "the development of the child... to the maximum extent possible" is part of every child's rights under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. But to what extent is "development" a cultural process that varies between societies, or a natural process that is the same for all children? This edition of Early Childhood in Focus addresses the major policy questions surrounding the place of culture in early childhood programs, and how to promote development and learning while respecting cultural diversities.  Read the report here.
 

Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mom
Controversy has engulfed Amy Chua's parenting memoir, Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother, shooting the book to no. 6 in the Amazon sales ranking the day it was released. Newspapers report that fallout was swift for Yale law professor Amy Chua after she published a stark essay in The Wall Street Journal describing the harsh words and heavy-handed methods she used with her two teen daughters.  Everyone is weighing in on Chua’s provocative description of Eastern-style parenting: No sleepovers or playdates. Grueling rote academics. Hours of piano and violin practice.  Slurs like “lazy” and “garbage,” and threats to burn stuffed animals when things don’t go mom’s way.  Her publisher states  that "Chau imparts the secret behind the stereotypical Asian child's phenomenal success: the Chinese mother".  Chau admits to using the term “Chinese mother” loosely — so loosely that even “a supersuccessful white guy from South Dakota (you’ve seen him on television)” told her his working-class father was a Chinese mom.   One thing I always appreciate about controversial opinions is the dialogue they provoke - a google search for Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mom gave 37,000 results!  One of my favourite responses to the controversy is from parent educator and sociologist, Christine Carter, PhD.  Read her article here.  I found her article on a newly discovered website Greater Good: The Science of a Meaningful Life which has lots of great information on raising happy children.  
 

Social Change the Barefoot Way
From Tamarack Institute - The Barefoot Guide to Working with Organizations and Social Change   is a free, comprehensive how-to manual for leaders and facilitators whose work includes “helping organizations to function in more healthy, human and effective ways as they strive to make their contributions to a more humane society.” It explores many of the issues and challenges that emerge when humans work together on tough social issues.  It is free to download and does an impressive job exploring a broad range of the issues and challenges that emerge when humans are working together on tough social issues.  The guide was developed by a team of collaborating practitioners and activists from around the world who call themselves the Barefoot Collective. Why barefoot? The term reflects the principles which the authors have tried to capture in the guide’s approach...natural, grounded, treading lightly, transparent, non-expert, simplicity - sounds a lot like the approach we use in early years community development!
 

 

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Simple Stats and Sad Stories: Early Child Survival and Development in Canada
Thursday, Feb. 10, 2011; 4:30 pm. OR WATCH VIDEO RECORDING
Michael Smith Laboratories, Lecture Theatre 102, 2185 East Mall, UBC
The UBC School of Population and Public Health will be hosting a special grand rounds presentation with Dr. Clyde Hertzman, recipient of the Canadian Institutes of Health Research’s 2010 Health Researcher of the Year award and Director of the Human Early Learning Partnership (HELP), UBC.  This free talk is open to the UBC community and the public. For those who are unable to attend in person, the video recording will be available for viewing at www.spph.ubc.ca the following day. Click here for more information.
 

Provincial Symposium on Cultural Competencies: Working with Newcomer Children

Friday February 18, 2011; 1:30-3:30 pm. OR ONLINE VIA LIVE STREAMLINE VIDEO
SFU Harbour Centre, Vancouver
Speakers at this provincial symposium hosted by the Affiliation of Multicultural Societies and Service Agencies (AMSSA) will discuss ways to incorporate culturally sensitive practices in classrooms, programming, and daily interactions when working with newcomer children and families.  Presenters include Sylvia Helmer, UBC, ESL Consultant: Cultural Competency in the Classroom and Curriculum; Jim Anderson, UBC: Engaging Newcomer Children and Parents through Literacy; and Deb Kohen & Amber Phillips, Ministry of Children and Family Development: Positive Parenting Program: Helping newcomer families understand Canadian laws and norms in discipline and parenting.  This free symposium is open to anyone interested in supporting the needs of newcomer (immigrant/refugee) children - educators, service providers, support workers, child care workers, etc.  You are invited to participate in person at the SFU Harbour Centre in downtown Vancouver or online via live streaming video. Registration required.  To register please contact Rishima Bahadoorsingh at newcomerchildren@amssa.org or 604.718.2783.  Registration Deadline: Friday, February 11, 2011.
 

West Kootenay Early Years Conference
April 8-9, 2011
Rossland, BC
From Dorothy Kaytor, Regional Early Years Coordinator, Kootenay Boundary Community Services Co-operative - On behalf of a very busy, committed Conference Planning Committee - the eagerly awaited Conference Brochure is attached! In consideration of the environment, we are limiting our mailing distribution to one brochure per early childhood program.  Please distribute broadly via your email contacts and post in your websites.  THE EARLY BIRD DATE FOR A DISCOUNTED FEE IS FEBRUARY 11, 2011 and SPACES ARE LIMITED, SO REGISTER RIGHT AWAY.  For more information you can contact the West Kootenay Early Years office at 250-352-6786 or 1-866-551-KIDS (5437) or email childrenfirst@thekoop.ca or colleen@thekoop.ca.


 

These bi-weekly announcements with information on learning opportunities, events and ECD news and research are being sent to you from the BC Children First Advisory Team.  Please feel free to email us if we can help you with suggestions, advice, or information to support the work you do in your communities.  
 

Helen Davidson, Richmond Children First  helendavidson@shaw.ca 
Susan Foster, Tri-Cities Children First  susan.foster@fraserhealth.ca 
Val Janz, Kamloops Children First  vjanz@interiorcommunityservices.bc.ca 
Sasa Loggin, Terrace Children First  info@terracechildren.org 
Tracy Smyth, Port Alberni Children First  tracy@raisingthevillage.ca 
 

We would love to hear from you!  Please contact Helen Davidson at helendavidson@shaw.ca with comments, suggestions and 
any research or event information that you think would be of interest to Early Years Community Developers across the province.  
 

And if you would like to be removed from this email distribution list please let Helen know.
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