 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BC Early Years Community Developers
(February 7, 2011)
 

 EARLY YEARS COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE
 
SURVEY: Exploring Professional Development
The importance of the role of an Early Years Community Development (EYCD) professional has emerged and evolved over the last ten years. Currently there are no formal academic requirements to work in EYCD; no standard of practice has been articulated; and, no educational institutions offer specific formal training. Typically, with only minimal resources, part-time hours and in collegial isolation, EYCD professionals have learned and honed a patchwork of skills needed for effective collaborative practice for children. However, a common understanding of the standards and scope of practice of EYCD professionals is missing.

The Early Years Community Developers Institute (EYCDI) is currently exploring a professional development strategy to identify EYCD promising practices that will help us build the capacity and competence of us as early years community developers, and for the profession as a whole.

This is a process that involves all of us as EYCD'rs and we hope you will take the time to provide feedback into the professional competencies you believe represent the work that you do.  Your insight will help us articulate our roles in community and create relevant professional development activities.

Please take 15-20 minutes to complete the survey by Friday, February 18, 2011.
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 Click HERE to begin the survey.  

The Early Years Community Development Institute (EYCDI) represents a number of organizations and initiatives that directly support the practice of EYCD. These include- BC Children First, United Way of the Lower Mainland, BC Success by 6, BC Aboriginal ECD Association, Ministry of Children and Family Development (MCFD) and the Human Early Learning Partnership (HELP). The mandate of the EYCDI is to build and strengthen a sustainable and community driven system for early years in BC by creating mechanisms and infrastructure to strengthen the practice of EYCD professionals.
 

 
EARLY CHILD DEVELOPMENT NEWS
 
National Child Care Plan Back in the News
National Post - As election fever mounts, an issue affecting millions of Canadian families is back on the radar: child care. This week, the Liberal party promised to revive its plan for national state-funded daycare. The Conservatives, meanwhile, support cash transfers to parents that give them choice in child care. In the words of Federal Human Resources Minister Diane Finley: “It’s the Liberals who wanted to ensure that parents are forced to have other people raise their children. [The Conservatives] do not believe in that.”
 
This National Post editorial in last Saturday's paper questions whether day care is really as good as home care, especially for young children. "Daycare workers, early childhood educators, and their unions will say yes. They claim children benefit from “socialization” with their peers and “early learning” at the hands of specialists. Economists will argue that a mother’s income raises a family’s standard of living, which will ultimately benefit the children (and a nation’s GDP), in some cases by lifting the family above the poverty line.  Crack open any child-care text, however, and it becomes questionable how much value children get out of being farmed out to strangers at a tender age."  The editorial then goes on to cite a 2010 study from the Vanier Institute for the Family that found that 90% of parents in two-parent families surveyed thought the best thing for their kids is for one parent to stay home. Institutional daycare ranked 5th in terms of preferred child care options, behind a parent, a grandparent, another relative, or a home daycare."
 
A current poll by CBC News seems to disagree, with over 50% of respondents favouring a national subsidized child care system over monthly $100 cheques foreach child under six.  Add your voice to the CBC News poll here.
 
Fatherhood Report: The Fairness in Families Index 
FromFirst Call - How good are we at creating an environment in which hands-on fathering can flourish? This report introduces the Fairness in Families Index.  This is the first time an index has been constructed to measure the extent to which egalitarian parenting is possible cross-nationally. The Index consists of a compilation of research data relating to 21 industrialized countries, summarizing how well they are doing in promoting and sustaining greater equality in men’s and women’s division of labour at home and in the paid workforce.  A range of measures – some assessing policy direction, some evaluating outcomes - demonstrate at a glance how countries are faring. The indicators compiled demonstrate men’s and women’s positions relative to one another in the workplace and at home. The index ranks the 21 countries on ten indicators of gender equality which affect fairness in families. These are:
 
1. Gender equality in parental leave 
2. Gender pay gap 
3. Percentage of men in the part-time workforce 
4. Percentage of women sitting in parliament 
5. Percentage of women in management positions 
6. Percentage of children in lone parent families 
7. Percentage of GDP spent on childcare and education of children under 5 
8. Ratio of men’s to women’s time spent caring for children 
9. Ratio of men’s to women’s time spent on unpaid work 
10. Maximum full-time equivalent leave 
Canada’s highest ranking is on indicator 9 where it is ranked third. The evidence shows that for every hour that Canadian women spend on unpaid domestic work Canadian men spend 39 minutes. Canada faired much more poorly in relation to indicator 7. It was ranked 19 out of 21 countries in relation the percentage of GDP spent on childcare and education. Overall Canada ranked 15 out of 21 wealthy countries in the study.
 

Dental Survey of Aboriginal Kindergarten-Aged Children 
Ministry of Health Services - In 2009-2010, a provincial dental survey was conducted by health authority dental staff to measure the dental health of kindergarten age children. A total of 35,420 children (91.1% of all those enrolled in kindergarten) participated in the provincial dental survey. The provincial dental survey included 2219 Aboriginal children attending public and independent schools and 226 First Nations children attending 33 First Nations schools.  This report compares the dental screening results of Aboriginal kindergarten children in BC to that of non-Aboriginal kindergarten children in BC. It also compares the dental screening results of Aboriginal children in public schools to that of First Nations children in First Nations schools. Finally, it directly compares dental screening results in twelve First Nations schools that were screened in both 2009-2010 and 2006-2007.  Download the report here.

 

European Network Child Friendly Cities Launches Newsletter
The ENCFC movement, founded in 2000, began as a network dedicated to stimulating local implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child but has steadily developed into a global movement. ENCFC is currently active in a 14 European countries. In all of these countries a growing number of municipalities are now making a political commitment to integrate child-friendly policy into their decision making.  Subscribe to their quarterly newsletter here to find out how countries and municipalities around the world are becoming more child friendly.

 

STAYING CONNECTED
 

Parent Resources
Last month, Julia Black, Coordinator for Putting Children First (Sea to Sky), shared that their initiative was in the process of developing resource sheets for families that would provide quick strategies to support children in each of the domains of the EDI.  She wondered if other initiatives had developed strategies for families thatthey would be willing to share.
 
From Elizabeth Pennell (Early Learning Coordinator, SD68 - the Greater Nanaimo and Ladysmith Early Years Partnerships have developed a messaging campaign for families. We call it the Early and > Often series focused on Play, Sing, Talk, Listen and Read Early and Often. We are happy to share with others and have an agreement with the designer that for a minimal cost other regions are welcome have their logos added to the message, sign a letter of understanding and use them throughout their community. We are also working on messaging directly aligned to the EDI.   We have also been working with Tremain Media of Campbell River who has created a DVD series supporting  families. The titles in the series are: I Love When You Read, I Love When We Count, I Love When We Talk. We produced the I Love When We Talk DVD in Nanaimo. We have just raised money to support an new DVD I Love When We Play. This 
DVD will also be produced with a voice over in 7-8 other languages to support our multicultural families.  For further information you can reach Elizabeth at 250-740-3516 or epennell@sd68.bc.ca.
 
From Gail Brown (Children First, East Kootenay Region) - The poster set (12 laminated) on Self-Regulation from School District 43is a good deal ($30) and offers specific tips for supporting young children’s  Emotional Development.  The other materials provided on the SD 43 website are also good.  Our region is working on supporting families, care providers and services with tools to promote social and emotional development in young children.  Our first approach was to bring Dr. Vanessa Lapointe (child psychologist)  to our region for a series of 4 presentations on this topic.  These sessions also included David Sheftel presentations on fathering.  I feel confident that these presenters opened eyes and minds in each community and started new and expanded discussions about child development.  For further information you can reach Gail at ekidsfirst@telus.net. 
 
From Tracy Smyth (Port Alberni Children First) - I came across some activity in Scotland that is very interesting. Of particular interest was their section on making play a part of your day - and they nicely address many of the barriers.  PlayTalkRead is a new campaign launched in Scotland last month to encourage parents and caregivers to play, talk and read to their young children to help give them the best start in life. The national campaign - which includes TV and radio adverts and a one-stop website for parents of young children - is aimed at helping parents stimulate their children from day one through low-cost, fun activities.  The website includes tips and advice with digital books, an online community, interactive videos, games and promotions. Nine TV infomercials featuring parents telling their Play, Talk, Read stories are also being aired.  A Play, Talk, Read DVD containing infomercials, offering advice, interactive games and digital books is available to parents and caregivers free through the website and is being distributed through the infomercials and road shows.


 

These bi-weekly announcements with information on learning opportunities, events and ECD news and research are being sent to you from the BC Children First Advisory Team.  Please feel free to email us if we can help you with suggestions, advice, or information to support the work you do in your communities.  
 

Helen Davidson, Richmond Children First  helendavidson@shaw.ca 
Susan Foster, Tri-Cities Children First  susan.foster@fraserhealth.ca 
Val Janz, Kamloops Children First  vjanz@interiorcommunityservices.bc.ca 
Sasa Loggin, Terrace Children First  info@terracechildren.org 
Tracy Smyth, Port Alberni Children First  tracy@raisingthevillage.ca 
 

We would love to hear from you!  Please contact Helen Davidson at helendavidson@shaw.ca with comments, suggestions and 
any research or event information that you think would be of interest to Early Years Community Developers across the province.  
 

And if you would like to be removed from this email distribution list please let Helen know.
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