  

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BC Early Years Community Developers
(February 21, 2011)
 
EARLY CHILD DEVELOPMENT NEWS
  
Aboriginal Child Friendly Communities Toolkit: Inclusion of the Early Years
This is a child-friendly assessment and planning resource for organizations and community members to support the early childhood development of Aboriginal children and their surrounding communities. The focus of the toolkit is on 0 to 6 year olds, however, the toolkit can be helpful for all ages, families, and communities across cultures. The toolkit is a joint initiative of Society for Children and Youth of BC, The Lower Nicola Band School and Sterling Consulting.  Download a copy here.
 
A Citizen's Guide to Health Indicators
This guide, released by the Health Council of Canada last month, provides an introduction to health indicators: what they are, where they come from, how they influence decisions and policies, and some important things to consider in using them. The guide provides information on other resources and reports that you can use to expand your knowledge of health indicators, as well as Cool Tools, links to online interactive resources where you can find and work with health indicators. Download a copy here.
 
Family Dynamics of Immigrant and Refugee Families
Many newcomer families in Canada find it difficult to cope due to lack of family or social networks, especially for those coming from community-centred cultures.  The February 2011  ANCIE Bulletin, from the AMSSA Newcomer Children Information Exchange, provides information on challenges newcomer families face, family structure, information for service providers and resource links. Download a copy of the ANCIE Bulletin here (bottom of page).
 

The Current State of Canadian Family Finances 2010
Canadian families are finally in six figure territory. Unfortunately it is on the wrong side of the ledger. In its 12th annual assessment of the state of Canadian family finances, the Vanier Institute of the Family reports that average family debt has now hit $100,000. Not only that, the debt-to- income ratio, which measures household debt against income, stands at a record 150%, meaning that for every thousand dollars in after-tax income, Canadian families owe one thousand five hundred dollars.

The report notes that despite recent job gains, governments at all levels need to be concerned about the prospect of rising unemployment as workers who dropped out of the labour market attempt to jump back in – and as those who are working part-time hours (over 900,000 workers) continue to seek full-time hours.  In particular, families with younger members preparing to enter the workforce face tremendous pressure.  Only 5% of the new jobs created since mid 2009 went to the 15-24 age group.  

A year ago, the Vanier Institute cautioned that for far too many, there is too little income, too much spending, too little saving and too much debt. As governments at all levels craft their budgets for the coming year and look at cutting programs to reduce their deficits, they need to be mindful that the state of Canadian family finances continues to be fragile in many households.  Download the report here.
Family Roots:  British Columbia's Changing Families
A new report produced by the Ministry of Children and Family Development offers valuable insight into the challenges, goals and key priorities of B.C. families – and how they have changed over the past few decades.  Titled, Family Roots, the report is the Province’s first step in establishing a comprehensive baseline of government programs and services supporting children, youth and families, upon which the success of future actions and investments will be measured. This work will continue with the development of a cross-ministry “children’s lens”, which will also set out clear actions as government works to strengthen services for B.C. children, youth and families.  The report presents a snapshot of the changing face of families, from the stay-at-home moms of the sixties to the rising incomes – and accompanying time challenges – of today’s predominantly two-working-parent families, who may still have kids living at home well into their twenties and thirties.  Download the report here.
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
 

ECEBC Conference: Dedicated to Leading and Creating Change
May 12 - 14, 2011
Radisson Hotel Vancouver Airport
Richmond BC
ECEBC is very pleased to present the 40th annual ECEBC Conference. “This year’s theme reflects the evolving nature of our field. Society continues to change and as individuals, families, and organizations, we observe, experience, and adapt accord​ing to our needs. ... Change is inevitable and at ECEBC we are developing change in organizations and within our own practice. We are witnessing early childhood educators becoming leaders in communities across the province.”  Download the conference booklet here.
  


 

These bi-weekly announcements with information on learning opportunities, events and ECD news and research are being sent to you from the BC Children First Advisory Team.  Please feel free to email us if we can help you with suggestions, advice, or information to support the work you do in your communities.  
 

Helen Davidson, Richmond Children First  helendavidson@shaw.ca 
Susan Foster, Tri-Cities Children First  susan.foster@fraserhealth.ca 
Val Janz, Kamloops Children First  vjanz@interiorcommunityservices.bc.ca 
Sasa Loggin, Terrace Children First  info@terracechildren.org 
Tracy Smyth, Port Alberni Children First  tracy@raisingthevillage.ca 
 

We would love to hear from you!  Please contact Helen Davidson at helendavidson@shaw.ca with comments, suggestions and 
any research or event information that you think would be of interest to Early Years Community Developers across the province.  
 

And if you would like to be removed from this email distribution list please let Helen know.
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