 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BC Early Years Community Developers
(March 7, 2011)
 
EARLY CHILD DEVELOPMENT NEWS
 
Stuart Shankar Presentation on Early Learning
First Call - In his presentation Pathways: Scaffolding for Early Learners, Stuart Shankar, Distinguished Research Professor of Philosophy and Psychology at York University, looks at the importance of self-regulation in children’s learning. He argues that shifting the focus from intelligence as narrowly conceived in terms of IQ to looking at the kinds of experiences that build self-regulation opens up an entirely new perspective on why it has been so difficult to change educational trajectories. It also brings to the fore what can be done to enhance school-readiness, or enhance the learning process throughout the school years and beyond.   View the slide presentation here.  
Parenting and Brain Development
FRP-BC - Recently the Maternal Newborn Child Health Promotion (MNCHP) Network published a Special Bulletin on Parenting and Brain Development providing a wealth of research and resources on the topic of parenting and brain development.  MNCHP is a network supported by the Best Start Resource Centre: Ontario's Maternal Newborn and Early Child Development Resource Centre that supports service providers across the province of Ontario who are working on health promotion projects to improve the health of expectant parents and their young children.   Download the Special Bulletin here.
Power of Play

Zero to Three - It’s good to be reminded of how important play is when you are stuck inside on a gray winter day!  Download this booklet to read the many ways play helps young children learn new skills, builds self-confidence, and strengthens relationships with the loving adults who join them in play.  Available in English and Spanish.
 

Fathering Programs Survey
FRP-BC - Public Health Agency of Canada is working with John Hoffman to conduct a Canada-wide survey of Father Involvement programs in order to get a snapshot of programming that is designed specifically for fathers across the country.  Its purpose is to gather basic information about what types of fathers’ programs are operating in Canada, how many fathers these programs are serving, the methods used to recruit participants and how well the programs seem to be working in terms of attracting participants and participant satisfaction.  He has a short survey he is asking these programs to complete, which is available here:

www.surveymonkey.com/s/CanadianFathersPrograms.

 

 

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

ECEBC Conference: Dedicated to Leading and Creating Change
May 12 - 14, 2011
Radisson Hotel Vancouver Airport
Richmond BC
ECEBC is very pleased to present the 40th annual ECEBC Conference. “This year’s theme reflects the evolving nature of our field. Society continues to change and as individuals, families, and organizations, we observe, experience, and adapt accord​ing to our needs. ... Change is inevitable and at ECEBC we are developing change in organizations and within our own practice. We are witnessing early childhood educators becoming leaders in communities across the province.”  Download the conference booklet here.
 

Conversation, Collaboration and Community Change Workshop
Speaker/Workshop Facilitator: Paul Born, Tamarack Institute
Locations & Dates:   Victoria, BC - June 14, 2011 | Vancouver, BC - June 16, 2011
Cost:  $ 249.
Communities around the world are entering a new era of community building.  They are engaging people from all sectors as never before to work together as equals to improve their quality of life. At the heart of this engagement are community conversations, in which common goals are embraced by a diverse array of people with different backgrounds and needs, and influencers are drawn from multiple sectors, including community organizations, the various levels of government, and business big and small.  Keynote speaker and workshop facilitator, Paul Born will provide exciting tips to help you engage your community in creating and implementing a vision for positive change. Paul will lead the group through the reasons and the process of community and engaging citizens, in exploring partnerships, and in developing, maintaining, and enhancing partnerships for the benefit of your organization and community. He will also lead conversations about the new forms of collaborative leadership required for community change today.  Further information available here.
Perseverance in Turbulent Times
Speaker:  Margaret Wheatley
Location & Date:  Vancouver, BC - October 19 (evening) and October 20 (full day)
Cost:  $250.
Perseverance is the capacity to keep going even long after the passion for our work has dissipated. It is a continuous and conscious choice to not give up, no matter the circumstances. The Chinese character for perseverance is a knife over a human heart. This intensive program will be focused on the following themes:  the effect of these times on our ability to persevere; staying in the middle of the river; the role of mindfulness; dealing with opposition urgency and change; and turning to one another.   Presented by Hollyhock, in partnership with the Dalai Lama Center for Peace and Education.  Information available here.  
Margaret Wheatley, is a well-respected writer, speaker, and teacher for how we can accomplish our work, sustain our relationships, and willingly step forward to serve in this troubling time. She is co-founder and President Emerita of The Berkana Institute, an organizational consultant since 1973, a global citizen since her youth, a professor in two graduate business programs, and a happy mother and grandmother. In 2002, the American Society for Training and Development awarded her their highest honour and dubbed her a ‘living legend.’


 

These bi-weekly announcements with information on learning opportunities, events and ECD news and research are being sent to you from the BC Children First Advisory Team.  Please feel free to email us if we can help you with suggestions, advice, or information to support the work you do in your communities.  
 

Helen Davidson, Richmond Children First  helendavidson@shaw.ca 
Susan Foster, Tri-Cities Children First  susan.foster@fraserhealth.ca 
Val Janz, Kamloops Children First  vjanz@interiorcommunityservices.bc.ca 
Sasa Loggin, Terrace Children First  info@terracechildren.org 
Tracy Smyth, Port Alberni Children First  tracy@raisingthevillage.ca 
 

We would love to hear from you!  Please contact Helen Davidson at helendavidson@shaw.ca with comments, suggestions and 
any research or event information that you think would be of interest to Early Years Community Developers across the province.  
 

And if you would like to be removed from this email distribution list please let Helen know.
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