 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BC Early Years Community Developers
(March 21, 2011)
 

 

NEWS FROM EARLY YEARS COMMUNITY DEVELOPERS
 

Communities for Kids Announcement
Please find attached an announcement from the Communities for Kids Steering Committee outlining a number of recent developments.
 
EARLY CHILD DEVELOPMENT NEWS
 
Seeking Applicants for an Advisory Group

The Human Early Learning Partnership is seeking applicants for an Advisory Group to assist in understanding education, health and mental health developmental trajectories of BC’s immigrant children.  Research undertaken at the Human Early Learning Partnership (HELP) and by others makes it clear that nurturing, supportive, and stimulating environments early in children’s lives influence their development, and that, in turn, these early years have a lifelong impact on health, well-being, and coping skills. Children of immigrants and refugees entering Canada represent a potentially vulnerable but understudied group. Their lives and that of their parents before coming to Canada can be a source of strength or disadvantage.  HELP is in the unique position of potentially providing a wealth of critical information about newcomer populations, because of the exceptional data resources available in British Columbia.

HELP has been funded by CIHR for a period of three years to study the forces in Canadian communities that give ‘positive’ (or ‘negative’) direction to the developmental (educational, health and mental health) trajectories of children born to immigrants, leading to greater (or lesser) chances for positive health, well-being, and coping skills across the life course.  As part of this undertaking we intend to convene a community project advisory group in order a) to work with community partners to inform our research process and b) to translate knowledge gained from the research for practical application. We encourage those interested in joining us in this project to submit an application using the form below to be part of the Project Advisory Group. Please find information and application details attached.
 

Early Intervention: An Early Parent/Child Development Framework for British Columbia

From BC Association of Family Resource Programs - FRP-BC is pleased to send you a link to a Social Innovation Discussion Paper, Early Intervention: An Early Parent/Child Development Framework for British Columbia.  This paper, developed and endorsed by the BC Association of Family Resource Programs, highlights parenting as the key factor to ensure children are ready for learning and life.  FRP-BC welcomes your feedback and comments.  Please feel free to distribute.  To obtain hard copies contact info@frpbc.ca.

 

Our Health Our Future: A National Dialogue on Healthy Weights 
This collaborative federal/provincial/territorial (FPT) initiative is designed to engage Canadians in the issue of healthy weights and childhood obesity and determine how it needs to be addressed.  Dr. David Butler-Jones, Chief Public Health Officer, PHAC, wrote, "We will start by talking frankly about this issue with the Canadian public as well as industry, communities and other stakeholders. We will also reach out to key stakeholder groups, including youth, parents, educators, industry, health experts and Aboriginal groups, through marketing and social media. Through both online and in-person events, we will identify gaps and opportunities, and obtain commitments for actions to support healthy weights for children and youth.  We will also seek the expertise of a broad range of individuals and organizations working on this issue across the country. This data will inform how we move forward to implement the Curbing Childhood Obesity: A FPT Framework for Action on Healthy Weights, which was endorsed by Ministers of Health in September 2010.  Before the next Health Ministers’ Meeting in November 2011, a national summit on healthy weights for children and youth will be held to determine concrete actions for the future.  By working together, we will find ways to address this issue and help ensure a bright, healthy future for Canadian children."
 

Living with FASD Comic Books
Drawing Hope is a collection of five comics, based on stories told by members of the Whitecrow Village community. The stories are about struggling in school, the importance of friendships and receiving support from friends and family. The Victoria Foundation funded the project. A low resolution copy of the book may be previewed at http://www.thehealthyaboriginal.net/

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehealthyaboriginal.net/" \o "http://www.thehealthyaboriginal.net/
CTRL + Click to follow link" <http://www.thehealthyaboriginal.net/>.

 

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

2011 Communities Collaborating Institute: Leadership That Transforms Communities
Calgary, Alberta
October 3-7, 2011
This week-long learning event, provides a unique opportunity to join a dynamic learning community of practitioners from across Canada and beyond who are committed to deepening their capacity to lead community collaborations. The 2011 Communities Collaborating Institute: Leadership That Transforms Communities is geared specifically for those wanting to rejuvenate and grow their collaborative leadership capacity.  More information available here.
 


 

These bi-weekly announcements with information on learning opportunities, events and ECD news and research are being sent to you from the BC Children First Advisory Team.  Please feel free to email us if we can help you with suggestions, advice, or information to support the work you do in your communities.  
 

Helen Davidson, Richmond Children First  helendavidson@shaw.ca 
Susan Foster, Tri-Cities Children First  susan.foster@fraserhealth.ca 
Val Janz, Kamloops Children First  vjanz@interiorcommunityservices.bc.ca 
Sasa Loggin, Terrace Children First  info@terracechildren.org 
Tracy Smyth, Port Alberni Children First  tracy@raisingthevillage.ca 
 

We would love to hear from you!  Please contact Helen Davidson at helendavidson@shaw.ca with comments, suggestions and 
any research or event information that you think would be of interest to Early Years Community Developers across the province.  
 

And if you would like to be removed from this email distribution list please let Helen know.
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